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Dear Parent and Fourth Grader, 

 

 Welcome to the 4th grade!  We are looking forward to an exciting school year at 

Hamilton Heights!  We have a lot of activities planned to keep your child involved and 

challenged.  We are looking forward to getting to know you and working with your child.  We 

hope to have your support and assistance in carrying out my goals this year.  

 

We are here to help your child become a successful person in our community so don’t 

hesitate to voice your concerns throughout the year.  That’s what we’re here for!  We thank 

you for your cooperation and look forward to speaking with you this year!  

 

 

Thank you! 

Fourth Grade Teachers 
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BRIGHT IDEAS 
 

1. Help your child see homework as a valuable activity.  They should see homework as 
something they do for themselves – a way to improve. 

 
2. Set up a well-stocked, comfortable place to work.  It doesn’t have to be private, but should 

have a supply of pencils, glue, crayons, and paper.  
 
3. Set a “homework time”.  Ask daily to see their schoolwork and graded papers.  If no 

homework is assigned, this time should be used as a time to read. 
 
4. Make sure your child remembers homework is his/her responsibility.  You are there for 

help, not to do the assignment.  If your child has trouble completing the assignment, do 
not do it for him/her.  The teacher will not know that there is a problem if you do it.   

 
5. Think of yourself as a consultant, not as an editor.  Your child needs to learn responsibility 

for his/her work. 
 
6. Monitor and limit TV viewing.  While watching TV your child does not have the opportunity 

to interact with other people.  Turn off the TV - play games, bake cookies, or make 
pictures.  

 
7. Make school fun!  Tell your child to have fun in school.  It makes learning easier if they 

think its fun.  Do not say negative things about the school and your child’s teacher.  This 
only closes down the trust and communication between the child and teacher.  

 
8. Encourage your child to do well.  Don’t excuse your child from trying harder to master a 

subject or skill you may have had trouble with. 
 
9. Keep in touch with your child’s teacher.  Bring problems to her attention early so you and 

she can work toward a solution. 
 
10. Help your child maintain good attendance.  When your child is absent or late, he/she 

misses a lot of instruction that cannot be recaptured. 
 
11. Make sure your child gets enough rest.  Your child should have 8-10 hours a night.  Keep 

a regular schedule.  Your 4th-5th grader should be in bed by at least 9:00 PM. 
 
12. Keep your child clean and healthy.  They do better in school when they feel well and 

proud about themselves. 
 

Thank you for supporting your child’s education at school and home.  

Learning does not start when your child comes to school, nor does it 

stop when your child comes home.  Let’s give your child the best 

education possible! 
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4TH Grade Daily Schedule 
 

Time Activity 

8:45 – 9:00 Arrival  

9:00 – 9:05 Homeroom 

9:05 – 10:35 
Block 1 

Reading/Math 

10:35-11:15 Special 

11:20-12:05 
Block 1 

Science/Social 
Studies/Writing 

12:05-12:30 
Block 2 

Reading or Math 

12:30 – 1:15 Recess & Lunch 

1:15 – 2:25 
Block 2 

Reading or Math 

2:25– 2:40  Recess 

2:40-3:25 

Block 2  
Science/Social 
Studies/Writing 

 

3:25-3:30  Dismissal 

 
 
 

*This schedule is tentative.  As changes occur, students and families will be updated. 
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4TH Grade Specials 

 
1. All rules of behavior which apply in our homeroom also apply in the Special subjects’ 

classes. 
 

2. Lines to and from Specials will be absolutely silent.   
 

3. Outstanding class behavior at Specials will earn class rewards! 
 

4. Classes will report for Specials at 10:40 according to the following schedules:  
 

 
a. 4-2 (Mrs. Bump’s Homeroom) 

i. Day 1 – Art 
ii. Day 2 – Library 
iii. Day 3 – Computer 
iv. Day 4 – Gym 
v. Day 5 – Music 

 
b. 4-3 (Ms. Hopkins’s Homeroom) 

i. Day 1 – Music 
ii. Day 2 – Computer 
iii. Day 3 – Art 
iv. Day 4 – Library 
v. Day 5 – Gym 

 

 

“Choice, not circumstances, determines your success.”  

In order to succeed, you must always try and do YOUR best! 
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4th Grade Supply List 
 
 
The following is a list of supplies that your child will need on the first day of school for the 
upcoming school year.  Thank you for your cooperation in providing the following supplies for 
your child.  
 
Please only purchase the exact items on the list below.   

 
Student Requested School Supplies for Mrs. Bump and Ms. Hopkins 

Pencils - (1) 12-pack, preferably Ticonderoga as they sharpen the best 
 Absolutely NO mechanical pencils will be allowed 

Erasers 

Dry Erase Markers - (1) 8-pack or 2 new ones  for each marking period 

Small pencil sharpener (optional) 

Zipper Pencil Bag - (approx. 5" x 8"), no boxes 

Notebook paper - (1) pack wide ruled, lined 3 holes 

Binders - (2) 2" with inside plastic pockets 
These must be 2" binders as each binder will have two subjects in them. 

 
If you are interested in providing additional items for general classroom use, please see 
below the items that are always appreciated. 

 Tissues 

 Dry Erase Markers 

 Post It Notes 3x3 

 Playground Balls  
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Class Assignment Expectations 
 
 
Good Habits 

 Write all assignments in your planner every day. 

 Collect all materials you will need to complete your 
assignments. 

 Finish one assignment before beginning 
another. 

 Carefully check over all assignments. 

 Have a parent sign your planner after you 
complete all assignments. 

 
Expectations 

 Assignments are completed by the next school day (unless otherwise 
noted) 

 Assignments are completed to the student’s best ability 

 Assignments are written in your student planner every day 

 Planners are signed by a parent every night 
 

 
Math and Science Homework and Test Expectations 

 Students will have a weekly math homework packet that will be collected 
on Friday. The homework can be completed when convenient for you and 
the student.  They also will have the flexibility to complete at the beginning 
and end of day as well.   

 Students will be required to know all of the multiplication and division facts 
up to 12.  Please study every night for a Friday fluency quiz.   

 

 Science and Social Studies will have test after each unit.  Students will be 
given at least 3 days’ notice for the test and will be encouraged to begin 
studying prior to the night before the test.   

 
 
 
 



 8 

Reading Homework 
 
This year, as a part of Reading, your child will be required to for pleasure at home.  
Families and students can choose what days and how long they would prefer to read 
as long as they are reading.  Students are encouraged to read for enjoyment during 
this time.  They can read graphic novels (comics), newspaper articles, magazines, or 
any book that interests them.   

 
o In place of a reading log, each student will receive a special Book Bag in which 

they should carry the books/magazines/comics that they are reading at home.  
This bag is required to be brought home nightly and back to school daily as 
students will have time to discuss what they are reading with classmates and 
have check-ins with me.   

 
o I will have check-ins randomly with students to discuss what they are reading.  

Students should be able to tell me what they are reading, the page they are on, 
and what is happening in the story or what they have learned. If a student is 
unable to discuss what they are reading during two check-ins, I will contact you 
so we can discuss how to help your child.   

 
As a parent, your job is to check in with your child a couple times a week and ask them 
to tell you about what they are reading. Setting up specific times that work for your 
family’s schedule may help your child get in the habit of reading. 
 

 
Spelling Homework 
 

 Student will receive a list of words each week and will be tested on 
these words weekly. 

 Student will receive a menu of ideas to assist them and you with 
ways to help them study. 
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4-2 and 4-3 FLEXIBLE SEATING 
 
In our fourth grade classrooms we are excited to announce that we have flexible seating.  
This means that when students are able, at certain times, to choose where they would like to 
sit for learning and working. Students will have the freedom to choose comfortable spaces 
around the room to work. Students might be kneeling, standing, sitting, working on the carpet, 
sitting at a desk with an exercise ball, or sitting on balance cushions.  Research shows that 
students are able to focus and do their best work when they are comfortable.   
 
At the beginning of the year, we will discuss how to appropriately use each piece of furniture 
and students will be required to sign a contract entailing how to treat work spaces with 
respect and choosing spaces that will help them learn best.  Students can be moved to 
another area if they are unable to follow the contract. 
 
If you would like to help us in keeping this learning environment, donations of exercise balls 
(65 inch from Five Below), stools, or comfortable seating would be greatly appreciated.  If you 
would like to help in any way, you can contact us and we will let you know how you can 
assist. 
 
Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you may have.   
 
Thank you so much for your support to allow us to provide this learning environment to our 
students.  
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Behavior Policy 

Our fourth grade classroom is a community of citizens that are expected to act in a manner 
that shows respect for the community and its citizens.  The following are community goals to 
achieve each day in school: 
 

1. Follow directions 
2. Don’t touch other people or their property 
3. Be respectful at all times 

 
Positive Rewards 
Students will receive Class Dojo points for following school and classroom expectations and 
behaviors that contribute to a positive learning environment such as: 
 

Active listening 
Class participation 

Following directions 
Helping others 

Completing homework 
Completing class assignments 

Teamwork 
Citing evidence and explaining thinking 

  
 
Reward Redemption: 

1. Students are eligible to receive weekly rewards for following school and classroom 
expectations. 
 

2. Students can use Class Dojo points monthly toward classroom prizes and privileges. 
 

3. Homeroom classes will also work toward a classroom Dojo point goal to receive whole 
group rewards.   
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Discipline 
     We understand that students will make mistakes and want them to have the opportunity to 
reflect, learn, and grow from them.  Mistakes and negative behaviors are how we learn and 
grow as individuals.  When students make decisions that affect the positive learning 
environment or do not follow school rules they will be required to reflect on their behavior and 
decisions.   
 Students will be required to reflect on their behavior and develop a plan of action on 
how they will improve these behaviors moving forward privately during their lunch time.  The 
reflection will also be sent home for your review and signature, so that you may also be 
aware of their choices and help them reflect and improve their behaviors.  If the student 
continues to display the same behavior, additional consequences will occur at that time.  The 
consequences will be determined on a case by case basis by the teacher/head 
teacher/principal.   
 

 
Discipline Parent Communication and ZAP Forms 

 Reflections on behavior will be sent home on the day of the incident and will need 
to be signed by the parent and returned the next school day.   

 If the student reflects on the same behaviors consistently, he/she will receive a 
ZAP form. 

 ZAP forms will need to be signed by the parent and returned the next school day.   

 Severe misbehaviors will be written on a Hamilton Heights communication form.  
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4th Grade Behavior & Homework Contract 
 

Read, sign, and return this contract to the teacher by 8/25/2018. 
 
 
As a teacher, I agree to: 

 Encourage and model positive classroom behavior 

 Share positive behaviors with families 

 Help children reflect on behaviors and send home reflection for parent review 

 Communicate incomplete or late homework assignment information with 
families 

 Create homework that is appropriate for my students 
 
Signature ___________________________________ Date __________________ 
 
 
 
 
As a student, I agree to: 

 Follow all classroom and school rules so I can help create a positive classroom 
community 

 Listen to my teacher and family members 

 Take home all of my homework materials every day 

 Complete my homework assignments on time and to the best of my ability  

 Discuss any problems in behavior and homework with my family 
 
Signature ___________________________________ Date __________________ 
 
 
 
 
As a parent/guardian, I agree to: 

 Read the 4th Grade Parent Information Packet with my child 

 Discuss the classroom rules and expectations with my child 

 Encourage my child to do his/her best in school and on all assignments 

 Check and sign my child’s planner every night to see the homework 
assignments and his/her behavior record 

 Discuss my concerns with my child or my child’s teacher  
 
Signature ___________________________________ Date __________________ 
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Contact Information 
 
Hamilton Heights Elementary  
1589 Johnson Rd. 
Chambersburg, PA 17202 
http://www.chambersburg.k12.pa.us/HamiltonHeights 
(717) 261-3448 
 
 
Mrs. Jennifer Bump 
4-2 Teacher 
email: jennifer.bump@casdonline.org 
 
 
Ms. Meleah Hopkins 
4-3 Teacher 
email: meleah.hopkins@casdonline.org 
 
 
 

Please remember that we as teachers are in school to work 

with your children.  If you need to contact one of your 

child’s teachers, please do so before or after school hours 

unless it is an emergency situation.   
 
 


